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A 



BILL 

[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 

To regulate the Appointment and Tenure of the 
Of&ce of Clerk of the Peace, in Ireland. 



Note.— r/ie Figures in the Margin the Number of the Folios 

in the written Copy. 

N.B. The Clauses marked (J\.. B. andC.) were added by the Commtlee. 



1 it is most desirable that the Statute Law of preamble. 
iSlK^ England and Ireland should be assimilated in its provisions, 

as far as may be practicable and consistent with the relative situation of 
the said parts of the United Kingdom, and particularly respecting the 
appointment to and tenure of Offices and discharge of official Duties 
concerning the Courts of Justice thereof; 

May it therefore please Your MAJESTY, 

That it may be Enacted; 31 n& It «EttaCteb by The K I N G ’s Most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and bv the Authority of the same, THAT the Gustos Roiu- 

^ ^ J--1-JL 1.1IL1 Peace how to 

2 lorum, or other person or persons to whom or right it doth or shall belong be appointed 
to nominate or appoint the Clerk of the Peace for any County, County of 

a City, Division or other Place, shall from time to time, when the office of 
the Clerk of the Peace now is or hereafter shall be void, nominate and 
appoint one able and sufficient person residing in the said County, 

County of a City, Division or other Place, for which lie is so appointed or 
to be appointed, Ckrk of the Peace, to execute the same by himself or 
his sufficient Deputy ; and to take and receive the fees profits and per- 
quisities thereof, for so long time as such Clerk of the Peace shall weW 
demean himself in his said office. 
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And be it further Enacted, That every person who, at any ticne before 
the passing of this Act, shall have been appointed to the office of Clerk 
of the Peace for any county,, or county of a city, or county of a town, in 
Ireland, shall continue to hold and enjoy such office, for so long time only 
as such Clerk of the Peace shall well demean himself in his said office, 
any grant, law', usage or custom to the contrary thereof, in anywise not- 
withstanding. 

And be it Enacted, That if any Clerk of the Peace already nominated 
or to be nominated as aforesaid, shall misdemean Inmself in the execution 
of the said office, and thereupon a complaint and charge in writing of 
such Misdemeanor shall be exhibited against him to the Justices of the 
Peace in their General Quarter Sessions, it shall be lawfol for the said 
Justices, not fewer than seven being assembled, or the major part of them 
from tune to time, upon examination and due proof thereof, and upon 
proof that a Copy of the said complaint was personally served upon the 
said Clerk of the Peace, at least thirty Days prior to the said Quarter 
Sessions, accompanied by a notice of intending then and there to bring 
forward the said complaint against him, openly in their said General Quarter 
Sessions, to suspend or discharge him from the said office ; and that in 
such case, the Custos Rotuiorum, or other person to whom it shall of right 
belong to nominate and appoint the Clerk of the Peace for such County, 
County of a City, Division or Place, shall nominate and appoint one 
other able and sufficient person residing in the said County, County of a 
City, Division or Place as aforesaid, to be Clerk of the Peace 'in the 
place of such person so removed as aforesaid ; and in case of refusal or 
neglect to make such Nomination and Appointment before the next 
General Quarter Sessions to be holden after the said refusal, that it 
shall and may be lawful for the said Justices of the Peace, at their General 
Quarter Sessions for the said County, County of a City, Division or 
Place, or the major part of them, to nominate and appoint one able and 
-sufficient person residing in thosaid County, County of a City, Division or 
Place, to be Clerk of the Peace in the place of such person so removed 
as aforesaid, to have, hold and enjoy tiie said office of Clerk of the Peace, 
and to execute the same by himself or his sufficient Deputy, and to re- 
ceive the fees profits and perquisites Uiereof. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That he shall be liable and sub- 
ject to all the penalties, forfeitures, conditions, limitations and provisions 
herein and hereby mentioned and expressed; and maybe removed or 
discharged by the said Justices or the major part of them, in such manner 
and way as is above specified. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That in case any Clerk of the 
f eace, who shall be so discharged and removed by Ihe said Justices from 
his said Office, or the person who shall have nominated or appointed 
such Clerk of the Peace, or who shall claim any right to nominate or 
appoint such Clerk of the Peace or his successor, shall feel himself 
aggrieved by any such discharge or removal, or by any appointment of 
any person to succeed such Clerk of the Peace so discharged or removed; 

it 
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It shall be lawful for such Clerk of the Peace, or such other person as 
aforesaid, at any time within Six Months after such removal, to appeal 
to His JNfajesty s C ourt of ICmst’s Pench in Dublin, against such 
removal or discharge, or against such appointment of such Justices, as 
the case may be^ and it shall be lawful for the said Court of King's 
Bench to examine into ail the circumstances of such discharge or removal, 

OT of such appointment, and to coirfirm or avoid tiie same, as to the 
said Court shall seem fitting and expedient; and to direct any Clerk of 
the Peace so discharged or removed to be restored, or any Clerk of the 
Peace so appointed by the said Justices to be removed, as the nature of 
the case shall require; and to make such order and determination respecting 
such discharge or removal, or respecting such appointineut, as to the said 
Court shall seem fitting and expedient. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any Gustos Gustos Rofu- 
Rotulorum, or other person or persons to m horn of right it doth or shall ial^’^^Fees, 
belong to nominate elect or appoint anyClerk of the Peace, to sell the said ®P* ' 

5 place of Clerk of the Peace, or to take any Bond or other assurance to re- 
ceive or have any reward, money, fee or profit, directly or indirectly to him 
or any other person, for such nominating electing or appointing ; but that BuySni 
every such Gustos Rotulorum or other person, that shall so sell the Clerk- Seller, 
ship of the Peace, and every Clerk of the Peace who shall so buy his 
place, are hereby disabled to hold their places of Gustos Rotulorum or 
Clerkship of the Peace, and shall also each of them respectively forfeit 
■double the sum or value of other thing that shall be so given or taken ; to 
be recovered by him or them to their own use, that shall sue for the 
same ; to be prosecuted by any Action of Debt, Suit, Bill, Plaint or 
Information, in any of His Majesty’s Courts at Dublin, u'herein no 
Essoign, Protection or Wager of Law shall lie. 

And be it further Enacted, That every Clerk of the Peace, before he cierkof Peace 
«nter upon the execution of his said office, shall in open Sessions make 
^ and sign the Oath following ; videlkel^ 

“ I, A. B. do swear, That I have not, nor will pay any sum or 
“ sums of Money or other reward whatsoever, nor given any 
Bond or other assurance to pay any money, fee or profit, 
directly or indirectly, to any person or persons whomsoever, 

“ for such nomination or appointment, except so far as I am 
“ warranted to do by the provisions of the Act of the forty-ninth 
“ of George the Third, to prevent the Sale and Brokerage of 
“ Offices, and in conformity to the provisions of the said Act; 

“ and that I will not ask, demand or accept any fee gratuity 
“ or emolument, for the performance of the duties of my office 
of Clerk of the Peace, greater or otlier than the fees which are 
annexed by law to the discharge of the duties thereof.” 

“ So help me GOD.” 

And be it further Enacted, Tliat such Oath shall be filed in the SiSTnRe- 
Regisler’s Office of the Court of King’s Uewch ici Ireland, within Three 
months after the same shall have been so subscribed ; and that any Clerk "f King’** 
ct the Peace who shall neglect or omit so to register such Oath or shall ““S';, 
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act in any manner in contravention thereof, shall incur tl*e Penalty of 
One hundred pounds to be sued for and recovered by Action of Debt, 
Bill, Plaint or Information, in any of His Majesty’s Courts of Record at 
the fogr Courts Dublin, and not elsewhere; in which no Essoign, Pro- 
tection or Wager of Law, nor more than one Imparlance shall be allowed • 
one Moiety to be for the use of His Majesty His Heirs and Successors! 
and the other Moiety to the use of the person or persons who shall sue 
for the game. 



(Claubs' C,) 
Act not to 
extend to 
rights of Ap- 
pointment, re- 
specting 
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pending. 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing in- this Act contained 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to in any ways affect the right 
of any persons who may claim under or by virtue of any appointment 
to the office of any Clerk of the Peace of any county, county of a city, 
or county of a town, in Ireland, which shall have been made at any time 
before the passing of this Art, 
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